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Trantor Test Suite
Graphical Test Design Method
Overview

It is possible in most cases to design and display test cases in a hierarchical chart form, using the Visio Organisation Chart format.

This has been shown in practice to offer the following benefits
· Documentation errors are more likely to be identified

· Design defects are recognised earlier in the development 

· Functional Coverage is more complete, as omissions are easily identified

· Pictorial representation is an aid to understanding the test scripts

· Planning of Test Effort is automated

· Test Creation effort is reduced due to the power of hierarchic processing
· Design Document updates are easier to apply to test scripts

· Test designs, scripts and data are always kept in line

By suitable formatting of the Visio chart, Manual and Automated Test Scripts, and Test Data files can be produced by VBA macros from the Visio text itself. This replaces much of the effort needed to create manual test scripts. 
One of the biggest sources of test data errors is in the manual transcription of test information from the design into scripts and test data files. This is totally unnecessary with the Trantor Test Suite. Creation of test data files and expected results files is also facilitated by a supporting Excel template, into which the data file definitions are entered or pasted. 
The method has three stages, and provides a seamless progression from test design to tets specification and to test data preparation.

Stage 1 – the basic diagram is created from the documentation



(No VBA scripting is required for this, just Visio.)
Stage 2 – the diagram is expanded to support production of Manual Test Scripts

Stage 3 – the diagram is expanded to produce test data for each case
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Example of Stage 1 diagram
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Example of Stage 2 diagram
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